Honorary degrees by unknown
Honorary Degrees 
Four alumni who have won prominence 111 business 
and industry antl in the arts and sciences were 
awarded honorary doctorate degrees by the Univer-
sity of l'vfissouri at its 117th annual Commencement 
exercises on .June g. President Elmer Ellis conferretl 
the degrees on: 
Dr. Elexious Thompson Bell, professor emeritus 
of pathology at the University of Minnesota am! 
noted especially for his research in diabetes; Russell 
Lee Dearmont of St. Louis, president of the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad and well-known civic lcc1tler; Sidney 
Maestre of St. Louis, financier, philanthropist, chair-
man of the Board of the Mercantile Trust Company 
of that city c1ncl one of Missouri's great civic leaders; 
and Dr. Fern Rusk Shapley of w·ashington, D.C., 
assistant chief curator of the +'J"ational Gc11lery of Art 
in Washington and one of America's authorities on 
art an cl classica 1 archeology. 
Dr. Bell was awarded the degree of Doctor o[ 
Science, Dr. Shapley the degree of Doctor of Fine 
Arts, and Mr. Dearmont and Mr. Maestre the degrees 
of Doctor of Laws. 
Dr. Bell was born in Ralls County, Missouri, in 
1880. He received a Bachelor o[ Science degree from 
the University of Missouri in 1901 a:ncl a Doctor of 
Medicine degree in 1903. He then taught anatomy 
here at the University for seven years, after which 
he attended the University of Bonn for advanced 
graduate work. 
He joined the faculty of the University of Minne-
sota in I g 1 1 as professor of pathology, and served as 
chairman of that department from 1920 until his 
retirement from teaching in 1949. Dr. Bell has con-
tinued active in research on diabetes, ancl the Ameri-
can Diabetes. Association awarded him the Bantin.g 
Medal for research in this field in ceremonies on June 
6 of this year. 
Sidney Maestre 
He has published a number or volumes in the licit! 
or pathology, including a monograph on diseases of 
the kidney, and his textbook in pathology is now in 
its eighth edition. 
Russell Dearmont is perhaps best known as the 
man who brought the Missouri Pacific Railroad out 
of bankruptcy, although he deserves equal recogni-
tion for his efforts in heha II' of the people as a mem-
ber of the Missouri State Senate in the 192o's and for 
his civic leadership in St. Louis and the State of 
Missouri. 
Born in Mound City, Mo., Mr. Dearmont rcceivell 
his early education in the public schools of Kirkwood 
and Cape Girardeau, Mo., and then graduated from 
Southeast Missouri State College at Cape Girardeau. 
His father was president: of that college for many 
years. After graduating at Cape Girardeau, Mr. Dear-
mont attended the University of Missouri School of 
Law, and received his LL.B. degree here in 1914. He 
returned to Cape Girardeau to enter the practice of 
law. 
He was elected to the State Senate in 1928 and won 
public recognition for leading the fight against the 
high interest rates of the small loan companies operat-
ing in the State. He was also one of the authors of 
legislation providing a minimum salary for school 
teachers, and he was co-author of Missouri's income 
tax law. He was an unsuccessful canclidat_e for the 
Democratic nomination for Governor of Missouri in 
1932. 
In 1930 Mr. Dearmont was appointed an attorney 
for the Missouri Pacific in the Southeast district, and 
in 1936 he was named general counsel for the Trustee 
in Bankruptcy. He was destined to acquire a wealth 
of knowledge of the railroad business and its compli-
cated corporate structure, and with this knowledge 
and experience he helped organize and negotiate the 
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Dr. Fern Rush SlwjJ/ey Dr. Elexious T. Bell Russell L. Deannont 
Plan of Reorganization which brought the roatl out 
of bankruptcy in 1956. He was elected president of 
the railroad in May, 1957. 
During his years in St. Louis Mr. Dearmont has 
been active in civic affairs, particularly in character-
building ancl religious organizations, and also hclcl 
board membership in a number of educational insti-
tutions, including Westminster College, Lindenwoocl 
College, and Southeast Missouri State College. 
In December of 1958 he was presented with the St. 
Louis Award as the citizen who had made the most 
outstanding contribution to the advancement of St. 
Louis during the year. He was credited with much 
responsibility for the relocation of the railroads on 
the downtown St. Louis riverfront, making possible 
the buiJding of the national Memorial to Thomas 
Jefferson and the pioneers of America's western empire. 
He has served on the boards of a number of large 
industrial organizations, and was for a number of 
years chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis. He is also a member of the Board of the Fund 
for the Republic, and of the President's Advisory 
Council. Mr. Deannont was also active in the move 
for locating the new School of Medicine of the Uni-
versity in Columbia. 
Sidney Maestre, like Mr. Dearmont, has remained 
in his native Missouri. In fact, Mr. Maestre has re-
mained a St. Louisian much of his life. He was born 
in St. Louis in 1891 and attended school there. He 
attended the University of Missouri in 1909-11, and 
was a member of Beta Theta Pi social fraternity. 
He returned to St. Louis in 191 l and began his 
business career as a clerk for Cruden Martin Manu-
facturing Company. The following year he joined the 
staff of the Mercantile Trust Company, and in 1917 
he went to Kansas City with the Stern Brothers or-
ganization . In I f)l 9, however, he returned to St. 
Louis and the Mercantile Trust Company as vice-
president in charge of the bond department. 
v\Tith the merger of the Mercantile Trust aml the 
National Bank of Commerce in 1929, Mr. Maestre 
became president of the new Mercantile-Commerce 
Company. J n 1931 he was elccte<l president of the 
Mississippi Valley Trust Company, and in 1 gr, 1 he 
became chairman of the board and chief executive 
officer of the Mercantile Trust Company, which was 
formed by the consolidation of the Mississippi Valley 
and the Mercantile-Commerce organizations. He is 
also a director of the General American Life Insur-
ance .Co., the Granite City Steel Co., the Mississippi 
Glass Co., the MK&T Railroad Co., the Transit 
Casualty Co., Trans World Airlines, and the Walsh 
Refractories Co. 
Mr. Maestre has remained active in many civic 
and charitable affairs, both in St. Louis and out-state, 
including the Boy Scouts, the Red Cross, the Com-
munity Chest, the Municipal Theater Association, 
and the St. Louis Symphony Society. He has been a 
leader in the Bureau for Men organization in St. 
Louis, which aids derelicts, parolees, and clown-and-
ou ters, and has been its president since its inception 
in 1926. He has served as treasurer of the Adeline 
Ruenzi Radio Fund for the Blind since 1921, and is 
chairman of the board of Downtown St. Louis, Inc. 
Mr. Maestre was selected five times as chairman of 
the Community Chest and the United }'tmd cam-
paigns in St. Louis, and was recently chairman of 
the Citizens 110-million dollar Bond Issue Supervisory 
Committee. He was presented the St. Louis Award 
for 19s5, He was also active in passage of the Missouri 
Building Bond Issue. 
Dr. Fern Rusk Shapley might be called tl Missourian 
by adoption or by marriage. Born in Mahomet, Ill., 
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in 1890, she spe11t pan of her childhood in Frances-
ville, lnd., and then came Lo Missouri. 
The former Fern Helen Rusk, she is a member of 
an illustrious educational family, and married into 
anoLher equally as well known. Her husband is Dr. 
John Shapiey, also a graduate of the University of 
Missouri, who is now professor of art and archeology 
at Catholic Univers ity in Washington, D.C. He is a 
brother of Dr. H arlow Shapley, world-renowned 
astronomer, who is also an alumnus of Lhe Univers ity 
of :Missouri and holder of an honorary doctorate cle-
gree from here. 
Mrs. Sha pley's brother, Ralph Rusk , is a professor 
emeritus oJ English literature at Columbia University, 
and another brother, Dr. Henry Rusk, a graduate of 
the College of Agriculture here ancl formerly Dean 
of the College of Agriculture of the University of 
Illinois, was awarded an honorary cloctorate degree 
by the University here several years ago for his out-
stancling contributions to science. A sister, Mrs. Zay 
Rusk .Sullens, is an instructor in literature in Stephens 
College. 
But Fern Rusk Shapley need not borrow any face 
from members of her family. After attending publi c 
schools in Windsor, Mo., she enroilecl here in the 
University of Missouri and received her A.H. degree 
(Phi Beta Kappa) in 1 ~)l 3. She also received her 
Mast.er of Arts degree here in 191 ,1, and a Ph.D. de-
gree in 1 g 16. She was a Fellow in Archeology at Bryn 
Mawr College in 1~)14-15, and was awarded a Euro-
pean Fellowship grant in 1g15, buL could not take 
advantage of it becau se of vVorkl , ,var I. 
She served as an assistant in art and archeology at 
the University here in 1~pfi-17, and was an assistant 
professor of art during the Summer Session of 192s, 
Her husband, a native oI Jasper, Mo., who received 
his A.B. degree here in 1912, has also served as a visit-
ing professor o( art here ( 1927). 
Mrs. Shapley was a R esident in Art in Providence, 
R.I. , New York, and Chicago (mm 1!)18-32, part of 
this time working on art educaLion projecls for the 
Carnegie Corporation. She was also a Resident in 
Florence, Italy, from .1 932 to 1 \),JO, engaged in research 
and editorial work. 
She became a research assistant in Lhe National 
Gallery of Art in V,Tashington in 1 ~H3, and in 1 ~H7 
was named Curator of Paintings, a position she has 
held since. This was an oulstamling appointment, for 
it made her the only woman to hold such a position 
in a major gallery in either the United States or 
Europe. She was subsequently named Assistant Chief 
Curator of the Gallery. 
She also serves as an honorary consultant in fine 
arts Lo the Library of Congress. Among her publica-
tions are "George Caleb Bingham, the Missouri Art-
ist," "European Paintings From the Gulbcnkian Col-
lection," and "Comparisons in Art," which she co-
authored with her husband. 
Dr. Bell, Afr. Dearmont, Dr. ShajJley, Mr. Maestre , and Dr. Elmer Ellis, President of the University. 
In the background, James A. Finch , Jr. , President of the Board of Curators. 
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